
Annette Riccardi e-mailed me approxi-
mately three to four weeks ago from 
Farmington because her hummingbirds had 
disappeared. Annette e-mailed again June 
20. She was “thrilled” to say that the hum-
mers had been back for about two weeks. 
She even bought another feeder and placed 
one in the back of her house. There are 
hummers at both feeders. “They are pre-
cious and beautiful.” They are also pretty 
feisty!

Margaret Green e-mailed June 21. She 
has no baby birds in her yard, but does have 
downy and red-bellied woodpeckers which 
are fun to watch. 

Carolyn Mattson e-mailed from Canton 

Center June 21. She had been working in 
the garden recently when she heard a low 
snorting sound. Given their experiences 
with bears, she quickly moved away.

Carolyn did not see anything threatening 
so she returned to her gardening. She heard 
the sound again just when she was look-
ing at a bush where a hummingbird feeder 
hangs. She was amazed to discover that the 
sound was coming from a tiny ruby-throated 
hummingbird. 

Joseph and Inez Fallace e-mailed from 
Avon June 21 with some sightings from 
around the neighborhood. When Joseph and 
his son were walking through the woods, 
they spotted a barred owl sitting on a tree 

branch. When it saw them, he 
flew off to a higher branch 
and stared down at them for 
about two minutes with dark 
brown eyes before spreading 
his great wings and flying off. 
“Majestic!”

Joseph was surprised to see an owl dur-
ing daylight, but found that the barred owl 
may hunt during the day. They have also 
seen many eastern bluebirds flying about 
the neighborhood. “They seem playful.” 
Walking the dog that day, Joseph happened 
to look down and saw a male American 
goldfinch. It still had on the vibrant male 
colors and took off in his “roller-coaster” 
like flight, perhaps to join up with other 
goldfinches? They seem to fly about in 
small flocks. Family?

Shirley Ryan called from Granby. She 
had been walking in the Granby Cemetery 
recently and saw a 9- to 11-inch brown 
bird walking on the gravely road. The bird 
was white underneath with two black breast 
bands. In flight, it displayed a golden-
orange rump, longish tail and white wing 
stripe. Its call was a loud, insistent, repeat-
ed, kill-deeah, or killdeer. The killdeer can 
also make a plaintive dee-ee (rising) and 
dee-dee-dee.

They like gravely places. Peterson notes 
their preferred habitat as fields, airports, 
lawns, river banks and shores. They will 
nest on flat roofs. (My son Brian’s grammar 
school had a nesting pair one year.) Killdeer 
like to nest in a gravely depression. The new 
gavel road in the cemetery may attract them 
again next year. 

Lucille Via, Burlington, called June 23. 
They had a gray and white pigeon visit their 
yard resting for about an hour and a half 
before flying away. Both legs were banded.

Joan Miller, Simsbury, called June 23. 
She said a barred owl had been hit by a 

pick-up truck on Squadron Line Road June 
17. A car turned around in Joan’s drive-
way and a couple stopped and called the 
Simsbury Police. Joan said when the owl 
was picked up, it reacted by sticking out its 
talons. Joan’s husband found a cardboard 
box to hold the owl. 

Margaret Adamec, wildlife rehabilitator, 
was called. She took the owl down to Hop 
Meadow Animal Hospital. They have a vet-
erinarian there for wildlife that often works 
with Roaring Brook Nature Center. 

Animal control was notified. Margaret 
called Hop Meadow the following Thursday 
and was told the owl was eating mice and 
doing well. She said at first they give the 
bird time to calm down before examining 
it. After treating the owl, it will be sent to 
Roaring Brook if it needs to recuperate. 
If the owl recovers and can go back to the 
wild, Roaring Brook will return the bird to 
familiar territory, where it was found.

Back in West Granby on the morning 
of June 25, a bunch of crows was noisily 
mobbing something on my back wooded 
hillside. I looked up just in time to see 
a coyote run across the stone wall and 
disappear on the other side. The crows 
continued to call for at least 10 minutes. 
I wonder if it was the female coyote that 
occasionally visits the backyard bird feed-
ing area. There are at least a dozen plump 
chipmunks there that fill their pouches 
with bird seed. 

More news next week, perhaps from 
you? Cal l  653-6240,  e-mail  gerry.
youmans@snet.net.

Write 245 Simsbury Road,  West 
Granby, 06090.
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Crows, noisily, band together to scare off a coyote

The Little Green Tambourine brings an eco beat to kids in the Valley

I  w a l k  i n t o  t h e  L i t t l e  G r e e n 
Tambourine studio,  st i l l  in i ts  f inal 
stages of construction, and am greet-
ed warmly by Megan Nisenson and 
Suzanne DeRosa. As DeRosa finishes 
sweeping the bamboo floor with her 
broom made out  of  recycled bott le 
caps, I survey the bright, airy studio 
sitting a-glow in the afternoon sun. The 
Little Green Tambourine is a healthy 
living creative arts studio founded by 
pre-K teachers Nisenson and DeRosa. 
They founded the new Canton-based 
studio to offer kids a positive learning 
environment to explore healthy living 
and expand their creativity. The Little 
Green Tambourine will begin offering a 
variety of classes to children from birth 
through 13 years on Sept. 15. Classes 
will  include yoga, healthy cooking, 
organic gardening, recycled art, voice, 
musical adventures and preteen impro-
visation. Nisenson and DeRosa also 
plan healthy, green birthday parties 
for parents and will sell biodegradable 
yoga mats, organic yoga pants and reus-
able water bottles at their studio.

Nisensono and DeRosa designed their 
studio to be as healthy as possible for 
kids. “We are both into healthy living and 
we wanted healthy options for kids. We 
tackled the healthy aspect first, and then 
[The Little Green Tambourine] evolved 
into being a place that is friendly to the 
environment,” explains DeRosa. Nisenson 
and DeRosa keep their studio eco-friend-
ly by using low VOC paint, water-based 
primers, energy efficient light bulbs and 
appliances, reused furniture, bamboo 
flooring and other little things that they 
can afford. The entrepreneurs explain that 
anyone can create a green space if they 
are willing to put in a little extra time and 
effort. “We try to be as environmentally 

friendly as we can be. We want people 
to see what we have done here and think, 
‘Oh, I can do that, too.’ However, we’re 
not pushing our beliefs on our families. 
Anyone, whatever shade of green they 
may be, should feel comfortable coming 
into our studio,” DeRosa explains. 

When describing their teaching style, 
Nisenson and DeRosa say that they will 
offer an intimate, hands-on approach to 
learning and that the individuality of 
their students will be respected. “In our 
studio, all children are allowed to learn 
and express themselves at their own 
pace. In the learning process, we act 
as facilitators offering non-judgmental 
guidance, encouragement, patience and 
support,” says Nisenson. For example, 
in the healthy cooking class for 5- to 
8-year-olds, students explore organic 
ingredients through all five senses and 
cook a healthy snack, recording the 
“recipe of the week” in their own take 
home cookbooks. In the yoga class for 
5- to 8-year-olds, students practice deep 
breathing, peaceful relaxation, and fun, 
imaginative yoga poses. 

Nisenson and DeRosa’s passion for 
teaching and excitement for their new 
eco business is evident as they enthu-
siastically chat about their  plans to 
support non-profit organizations such 
as Treeswing, a program that aims to 
build more healthy, active communi-
t ies  and prevent  chi ldhood obesi ty, 
or Healthy Child Healthy World, an 
organizat ion that  s t r ives  to  protect 
chi ldren f rom environmenta l  expo-
sures  and  educa te  communi t i e s  to 
make well informed lifestyle improve-
ments. The Little Green Tambourine 
holds an open house and fundraiser 
party for the Healthy Child Healthy 
World organization on Aug. 16. 

F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a 
class schedule for The Lit t le Green 
Tambourine,  visit  theli t t legreentam-
bourine.com or stop by the studio at 
166 Albany Tpke, Rt 44, Canton.  

The elusive cat caught on film 

Nicole Dowd was lucky enough to catch a shot of him as he was walking across 
her backyard in Simsbury on Berkshire Way.
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Above: Five-year-old 
Sarah DeRosa with 
the puppet she made 
and named ‘Baby.’

Right:Little Green 
Tambourine owners 
Suzanne DeRosa and 
Megan Nisenson 

Olivia French is a 

16-year-old Loomis 

Chaffee student and 

Farmington resident. 

She is an avid envi-

ronmentalist and is a 

member of the eco con-

cious Project Green 

club at her school. 


